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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a process for improving the quality of a poor fuel 
wherein the flow property of the poor fuel is reduced and a sulfuric component is decreased. 
SOLUTION: This process comprises an aqueous solution addition step wherein an alkaline 
aqueous solution is added to a poor fuel GO which is an oil containing an organic polymer and a 
sulfuric component bound to it and a hydrothermal reaction treatment step wherein, after the 
aqueous solution addition step, the poor fuel is brought to a high-temperature, high-pressure 
state to induce hydrothermal reaction and decompose the organic polymer. Furthermore, in the 
process for improving the quality of a poor fuel, the hydrothermal reaction treatment step is 
preferably carried out in a supercritical water atmosphere. 
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